
Hello Parents!  We hope 

everyone had a Merry 

Christmas and a very Happy 

New Year!  We are so ex-

cited  to have everyone 

back with us at Terry’s as 

we welcome in the year 

2006 and reflect on the 

past we shared together.  

We would like to thank all 

of the parents, grandpar-

ents, great-grandparents, 

and siblings for joining us 

at our annual Christmas 

Party this year.   Your pres-

ence turned the party into 

the festive family event we 

had hoped it would be.  I 

think it safe to say that 

everyone thoroughly en-

joyed themselves!  I know 

the children are still talking 

about all the fun they had 

seeing Santa and opening 

their gifts.  Miss Betty and 

Miss Londa really outdid 

themselves with the feast 

they provided for us.  Our 

stomachs thank them from 

the bottom to the top!  The 

children did a wonderful 

job singing their Christmas 

Carols.  I know they put a 

lot of practice into learning 

the motions and words to 

each song.  All the effort 

they put into singing for 

their family shined through 

into the smiles on their 

faces. They should be very 

proud of themselves!  We 

know we are proud of them!  

It was a wonderful way to 

end a fantastic year!  We 

are all looking forward to 

spending another spectacu-

lar year learning together 

and taking care of one an-

other.  Thank you again for 

sharing your time with us.          

We need a great BIG favor!  

Could anyone who took pic-

tures at the Christmas 

party be kind enough to 

share the negatives with 

us?  Miss Londa’s camera 

had an unfortunate acci-

dent during the celebration 

and all of the pictures she 

had taken were lost.  She 

had great plans for using 

them to create a memory 

album of pictures for each 

family.  The Christmas pic-

tures are all that is needed 

to complete a year of pic-

tures that reflect your 

child’s time spent at Terry’s 

Home Day Care.  You can 

bring negatives to us or e-

mail them to our website.  

We would be very thankful 

for any and all pictures of 

this event that we can get!   

Merry Christmas 

and Happy New 

Year to all! 
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Special points of in-

terest: 

☺ Keep good friends in your 

hearts and in your minds. 

☺ Friendship is worth the 

effort. 

☺ Do unto others as you 

would have them do unto 

you. 

☺ Good friends like you for 

you. 



As we call and end to this holiday sea-

son, it is nice to have everyone set-

tling back in.  We welcomed back all 

of our friends who took vacation, we 

really missed them, and are saying 

“Have a great day!  See you after 

school!” to our school-aged friends 

who stayed with us while school was 

out.  While the holiday spent with us 

was fun, I know they missed the 

friends they have at school as well as 

their teachers!  And we were all ex-

cited to welcome back Miss Londa and 

Edgell!  They were in Atlanta, Georgia 

participating in the Archery Trade 

Association show.   They say their 

trip was lots of fun, but exhausting!  

They both really missed us a lot while 

they were gone!  Now everyone has 

returned and we are getting back into 

our old routines.  Although we try to 

be flexible, this is what a typical day 

will be like for your child during the 

winter.  In the mornings we have 

free-play and large motor time.  The 

children can come and go from any 

activity they choose.  We then clean 

up for am snack at around 9:00.  This 

is usually a very social time and we 

use it to share stories about our lives.  

After snack we transition into circle 

time.  Circle time is full of songs, fin-

ger-plays, large motor activities (like 

dancing, jumping, skipping or play-

ing outside) and fun 

learning games.  Af-

ter this we all move 

to our desks for Cal-

endar Time.  During 

this time we will con-

centrate on “school” 

concepts like writing 

and learning our 

names, addresses, 

phone numbers and 

birthdays, saying our 

ABC’s, counting (by 

1’s-10’s-and backwards too!), prac-

ticing rhymes and opposites, cut-

ting with scissors, and learning 

about the calendar to name just a 

few.  Once we have spent some 

time doing this, we will do a short 

project or work on some 

“homework”.  This  usually ties di-

rectly into our theme of the week.   

By this time it is usually around 

11:00 and we clean up for lunch.  

We all eat lunch together and it is 

a wonderful time to talk about nu-

trition, being healthy and trying 

new foods.  After lunch we brush 

our teeth and then the children get 

out their mats for story time and 

nap.  They start by getting some 

time to choose a book to read on 

their own.  Then they rest while Miss 

Becky reads a few 

books.  During  the 

first book we show 

the pictures to every-

one, the second we 

close our eyes and lis-

ten to, and  during the 

final book everyone 

tries to fall asleep.  

Nap/rest time is usu-

ally between 12:30 

and 2:00.  When each 

child wakes up they 

put their nap things away, put on 

their shoes, and  they can either do a 

quiet activity at their desk until oth-

ers wake up or wash up for pm snack.  

After snack is over, free-play begins 

again and the children start to get 

picked up for home.  All of this will 

roughly happen every day for your 

children.  Sticking to our routine 

makes the day much smoother for 

both students and teachers.  Feeling 

comfortable and safe in knowing what 

comes next is very important.  Thurs-

days and Fridays differ only in that 

Circle time is replaced by Library on 

Thursdays and by Show and Tell on 

Fridays.   This is how we will spend 

our time throughout each week until 

summertime! 

exposed to a  wide vari-

ety of books.  Proper 

book care and being con-

siderate of other read-

ers is emphasized.   We 

hope to encourage a love 

for reading in your chil-

dren.  As adults, we real-

ize that reading is very 

educational and fun.  The 

Story time at the Limberlost Public 

Library is beginning again.  This ses-

sion will run from January 12 through 

February 23, 2006.  We will be par-

ticipating in the Thursday session 

that will again be held at 10:00 am.  

We enjoy taking the children to Story 

hour for many reasons.  Story hour is 

a time for your children to meet new 

people and socialize.  They are also 

more kids want to read, 

the more they’ll learn.    

Reading can be encour-

aged everywhere!   Read 

before bed together, ask 

your child read to you or 

make up stories together 

while riding in the car!  

It is never too soon to 

start a love for reading! 
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We 

Love 

To Read! 

Welcome back 

Everyone!!  



The cold and flu season has started.  

We all dread it, but we sometimes 

get it and must suffer through the 

aches and pains.  It is just a part of 

life, so we are teaching the children 

ways they can be responsible for 

their own actions.  They too, can 

help prevent the spread of germs to 

others.  The first step we take is to 

constantly remind each other to 

cover our mouths when we cough or 

sneeze.  We also keep Kleenex’s 

readily available for runny noses.  

But, the most important thing we 

remind each other to do is to  re-

member to wash our hands!  The 

children are encouraged and re-

minded to practice washing with 

soap and water many times through-

out the day.  Such as after they 

cough, sneeze, blow their nose, go 

to the bathroom, and before each 

time we eat.  Having good hygiene 

habits will help us stay healthy.  

They know these are good habits to 

practice at school and home!  If 

they remind you of them, praise 

them for remembering!  By helping 

each other remember our healthy 

habits, we hope to make the cold 

and flu season as short and as 

healthy as possible!   And remember 

to eat well and get lots of rest!  

Healthy bodies are happy bodies! 

recting their play.  It is impor-

tant for us to let the children 

know that they have choices and 

that they are responsible for 

their own actions.  They can use 

their words to talk things out, 

ask a teacher to help in a situa-

tion, or walk away from what 

they shouldn’t do.  More impor-

tantly we are trying to instill a 

sense of what being a good 

friend means.  A good friend is 

someone who cares about others 

and their feelings.  They care if 

someone's feelings get hurt and 

will try to make things better.   

A good friend is helpful to those 

in need.  They may help tie 

shoes, wash hands or reach a 

high toy.  A good friend will 

share and play together nicely.  

A good friend takes turns and is 

a good sport.  A good friend will 

use their 

manners 

and be un-

derstanding 

of acci-

dents.  A 

good friend 

may have 

their own 

opinions 

but they do not 

make fun of 

each other.  A 

good friend will 

use handshakes 

and hugs and 

high-fives.  Talk 

to your child 

about what be-

ing a good 

friend means to them.  It is not 

always easy, but we must all try!      

Here at Terry’s Home Day Care, 

one of the things we pride our-

selves on is the sense of being 

our own little family.  Well, as in 

all families, the children some-

times get into disputes.  We 

would like to share with you 

some of the ways we handle 

these times and ask that you 

talk about them with your child.  

We stress friendship continu-

ally.  Our rules require us to 

have friendly hands, friendly 

feet and friendly words with 

each other.  We let them know 

that no one brings their children 

here to be treated cruelly so 

this means no hitting, kicking, 

pulling hair, biting, or name-

calling is allowed.  We try to in-

tervene before an episode oc-

curs by reminding them to use 

their friendly actions or by redi-
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Using friendly 

hands, friendly 

feet and 

friendly words 

are very 

important parts 

of being a good 

FRIEND! 

If you need to sneeze, please grab 

one of these, then, with soap and 

warm water scrub your hands like 

you ‘otta! 
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the progress of their 

children and help the 

children keep their 

desks tidy.  Clean 

desks make it much 

easier for the children 

to find their school 

supplies.  The children 

are always coming up 

with great ideas for us 

to use during our daily 

activities.  One idea I 

would like to start 

right away is that the 

Special Helper of the 

day be allowed to 

bring a book with the letter-of-the 

week in the title.  If they do bring a 

Our pre-school program is going 

strong and the children never fail 

to amaze us.  They have been very 

active and creative in their learning 

process as their pictures, papers 

and artwork reflect.  This would be 

a perfect time to check desks, lock-

ers, and even our walls for your 

child’s papers.  While we enjoy dis-

playing artwork on the walls, they 

do belong to the children and may 

be taken home at any time.  We put 

up more almost every day!  The chil-

dren all love to do their homework, 

but often forget to take it home 

with them.  Make it a routine to 

check their desks each Friday.  This 

will help keep parents updated on 

book, we will read that 

book first during story 

time.  This is just an-

other way to make 

their Special Helper 

day special while rein-

forcing our letter-of-

the-week.   What a 

great idea guys!  We 

will continue to have 

Friday as our Letter-

of-the-Week Show-

and-Tell day.  I find 

this to be working out 

great!  If you have 

any questions about 

your child’s progress, don’t hesitate 

to ask!  We are always available.     

Phone: 260-854-3431 

Fax:260-854-9566 

Email: londa@terryshomedaycare.

Pre-school News 

Kids R
ule!!! 

"The place kids love to be!" 

“T” is for the Terrific kids 

who come to Terry’s Home 

Day Care! 

It’s the muddy season! 

Parents, please encourage your chil-

dren to take off their shoes and 

leave them in front of their lockers 

upon arrival.  This helps us reduce 

the amount of mud that inevitably 

gets tracked across the carpet dur-

ing this time of year. 

We appreciate your consideration 

and help in this matter! 


